Newsletter November 2019
Greetings bush lovers!
What a pleasure to write this newsletter, sharing with you all the wonderful changes that
happened in the past weeks.

First of all, we have had the start of our Summer thunder storms over the past few weeks in
Madikwe and it is a sign that Summer is here in full flow.

Madikwe Game Reserve falls in the “Summer Rainfall” area of South Africa with thunderstorms
and soft drizzles from about middle October to middle March.
In the past few years, Madikwe experienced drought as did the rest of South Africa and our
rainfall had been very little and irregular.
This drought had an immense impact on our Eco system in the Park.
However, the rain was perfectly on time this year. In the month of November, we had over
100mm of rain. To put that in perspective, this region’s average rainfall a year is about 350mm.
To say that the bush transforms with the first rains is an understatement.
The Park is transforming into a green “jewel” in this far corner of South Africa.

Within two weeks the bush changes from a grey dusty grim to a flourishing green wonderland.
You can almost see it grow and transform in front of your eyes.
This picture was taken two weeks apart from the same spot…. What a difference!!!

Summer means rain, and with the rain comes new life.

With the Southwest now firmly in the grasp of the two Northern boys, Kwandwe and
Monomoholo, we have not seen much other male lion activity in this area.
These two Kalahari males are by far the biggest male lions we have in the park and holds the
territory that stretches all along the Western side of the reserve and almost right to the middle.
This is a massive territory to patrol and these cats think nothing of walking 25km a night to
ensure that no other males try their luck with their girls.

Monomoholo:
Monomoholo has settled firmly in the South and have been enjoying the company of the Mica
and Jamala females, which is our resident females in the South.

The Kwandwe male:
The Kwandwe male has his eye on two prides at the moment. He still has a lot of interest in the
Tsaba pride in the North, where he also has firm genetic control. Three of the lions in that pride is
his offspring.
With the females in the South coming out of their contraceptive period and going into oestrus, we
have seen him down here flirting with the girls a lot more often.

Our golden boy and resident male leopard, Munye, have been a bit shy over the month of
November.

He was seen a couple of times, but always on the move. We have realized that there is a new
young female in the area that he has been showing interest in. We are trying to work that female
so that she is relaxed with a game viewer. It is a lengthy process, but we are confident that the
relaxed nature of Munye will rub off on her.

At the Spotted Hyena Den, cubs have been growing up in front of our eyes and will soon start
joining the adults in their night-time adventures in search of food.

The swallows have returned - flying majestically in the air, the Red-chested Cuckoo
(“Piet-my-vrou”) is announcing to the world its arrival in Madikwe and the Masked Weaver males
are starting in a hurry on the beautifully weaved nests above the lodge swimming pool.
Great news for our birder friends out there.
Every true “twitcher” or birder is constantly looking for that new one, once in a lifetime bird, the
one you have never seen before, or probably never will again. Well, we had one of those
sightings recently: A GOLDEN PIPIT!

(photos taken by a fellow field guide in Madikwe)

To put this in perspective for our non-birder friends, this bird has only been seen seven times in
Southern Africa, making this the 8th sighting of all time of this bird in Southern Africa. You can
imagine how excited we were to be privileged enough to be able to see this bird in our backyard.
This bird breeds in Western Somalia and South Eastern Ethiopia and is a rear vagrant.

In our kitchen, our Chefs have created new & exciting dishes to ensure our guests enjoy the
lodge just as much as the game drives.

Our ladies in Housekeeping have been using the new green shrubbery outside as an inspiration
for decorating the guests’ rooms.

We wish all of you a wonderful Festive Season and a joyous New Year!!

Bush wishes
The Motswiri team

