Newsletter – March 2018
Big news around the lodge… Our local Bushbuck pair had a lamb. We are not sure how old the young one is but
it must be between 3-4 months as they are kept hidden for the first 2-3 months. We will only know in a couple
of months if it is a boy or a girl. The mother is still very shy with the young one, but every now and then she
blesses us with its presence.
Our other locals, the Klipspringers, were also hard at work and it looks like the ewe is pregnant again. Their
gestation is about 6 months, so the little one will arrive around Spring.

The wild dogs are doing very well; however, they have been spending a lot of time in the North Eastern part of
the park and often crosses East, over the Marico river. They are also heading into their breeding season. The
alpha male and female will pair off. When she goes into oestrus, she releases a pheromone that stops the other
females from producing eggs so that she will be the only one that would be able to get pregnant. Their gestation
period is around 70 days, so they will start looking for a den site soon. Let’s hope they find the South West
region of the park a suitable place to raise their pups.

The three female cheetahs that were released just before Christmas are doing very well. They have proven that
they will survive in Madikwe. Two of the females formed a coalition and the other one is on her own, which is
the norm for these cats. They are making kills on a regular basis and have encountered the males on a few
occasions. No one has seen them mating yet. Hopefully the boys will put on the charm and we will have baby
cheetahs running around in a few months.
The four male cheetahs have made regular visits to the South West and we were very fortunate to see them
hunt a couple of times. It is always such a special sighting to spend time with these critically endangered cats.

Speaking about spotted cats, we have also been very fortunate with leopard sightings the past two months. We
have had regular sightings of Munye, Tsala and her cub.

Munye has especially spoiled us with some spectacular sightings. For a cat that doesn’t like to climb trees as
much as his species relatives, he really gave us a show when he decided to show off his prize of an Impala kill in
a tree for about two days.

He is really becoming a big boy and is so relaxed with the vehicles. We are very privileged to have a tom with his
temperament in Madikwe. We are all hoping that he carries that kind of behaviour onto the next generation of
leopards.... and guess what??

We finally saw him mate!
This is great news for the population of Madikwe
leopards and goes without saying that that was a once
in a lifetime sighting.
The gestation period for leopards is about 100 days, so
we will be monitoring the park closely to try and grab a
glimpse of the new cubs.

Tsala and her cub have also made regular appearances even though the green grass is very tall. The young one is
very playful and very curious. He will spend another year or so under the watchful eye of his mother before he
will find his own territory.
Let’s hope he can share the South West with Munye.
The big “Mica” pride of lions we have here in the South West are also doing great. The 6 cubs are growing up
very fast and has been a handful for all the caretaking moms, aunts and grandmother. The mothers and aunts
have to provide food on a regular basis because the young ones are now done suckling and are depended on
meat. The cubs’ energy never seems to end and sets up great and playful sightings. They are learning the tricks
of the trade when it comes to hunting, through playing. They are constantly stalking and tackling each other.

The two Chimbro males seem to spend a lot of time away from the pride, while the dominant Bafefo male looks
after the kids and ladies. The Chimbro boys’ mission is to fend off the challenge of other males who might try
and come into the area and they act as a first line of defence for Bafefo and the pride.
We have had an interesting two months with regards to weather.

February and March are usually known for their high temperatures, however this year the temperatures were
rather pleasant. We had a very good rain season, and with the cool temperatures, the water really soaked into
the soil and transformed the bush into a lush green wonderland.

The huge amounts of rain did slow down the amount o animals coming to our waterhole as puddles of rain
water are available all over the bush.

Easter was a “home-made affair” as our staff made everything themselves – from the “eggshell- candles” and
“eggshell- flowers” to the “Bunny” serviettes. Our Chefs produced amazing food with the Easter cake being
everyone’s favourite.

Come and join us at the lodge this coming winter for a glass of red wine around a roaring fire under a clear
African night sky.
The Motswiri team

