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it must be between 31 months as they are kept hidden for the firsB2nonths. We will only know in a couple
of months if it is a boy or a giThe motheris still very shy with the young one, but every now and then she
blesses us with its presence.

Our aher locals, the Klipspringers, were also hard at work and it looks like the ewe is pregnant again. Their
gestation is about 6 months, so thetlit one will arrive around@ing.

The wild dogs are doing vewell; however,they have been spating a lot of time in the North Eastern part of

the park and often crossesast,over the Marico river. They are also heading into their breeding season. The
alpha male and female will pairfofVhen she goes intoestrus shereleasesa pheromone that stops the other
females from producing eggs so thdteswill be the only one that would be able to get pregnant. Their gestation
period is around 70 days, so they will start lookioga den site soon. L&ta K2 LJS G KSeéestAyR
region of the parla suitable place toaise their pups.




The three female cheetahs that wereleased just beforeChristmasare doing very well. They have proven that
they will survivein Madikwe Two of the females formed a coalition and the otbee is on her wn, which is

the norm for these cats. They are making kills on a regular basis and have encountered the males on a few
occasionsNo one has seen them niag yet. Hopefully the boys will pon the charm and we will have baby
cheetahs runmig around in a few months.

The four male cheetahlsave made regular visits to the Southe¥f andwe were very fortunate to se¢hem
hunt a couple of timeslt is always such a special sighting to spend time wigkdlcriticalllendangered cats.
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Speaking about spotted catsevhavealsobeen very fortunate with leopard sightings the past two months. We
havehad regular sightings dflunye, Tsala anter cub.
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Munye has especially spoiled us with some spectaculara K i A y 34 ®@ C2 NJ | clindbltrées asK |
much as his speceelatives, he redy gave us a gflw when he decided to showffohis prize of an Ipala kill in
a tree for about two days.



He is really becoming a big boy and is so relaxed with the vehicles. We apivideged to have a torwith his
temperament in Madikwe. We are all hoping that heris that kind of behaviour do the next gneration of
leopards.... and guesghat??

We finally saw him mate!

This is grat news for the population of Midikwe
leopards and goes without saying thtaat was aonce
in a lifetime sighting.

Thegestation periodor leopards isbout 1@ days, so
we will be monitoringhe parkcloselyto try and grab a
glimpseof the new cubs.

Tsah and her cuthavealso made regular appearancegen thoughthe greengrass is very thlThe young one is
very playfuland very curious. He will spend another year or so undemtaehful eyeof his motherbefore he
will find his own territory.
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very fast and has been a handful forthk caretaking moms, aunts and grandmother. The mothadsaunts

have to provide food om regular basis because the young ones are now docklingand aredepended on

meat. TheDdz0 4 Q Sy SNHE& adsstdlup Fréabaridiplaysiyhti®yy. They are learning the tricks

of the trade when it comgto hunting, through playing. They are constanslialking and tackling eachteer.



The two Chimbro maleseem to spend a lot of time away from the pride, while the dominant Bafefo male looks
after the kids and ladies. The Chimlar@®2 émdssion is to fend f the challenge of other males whmight try
and comeinto the area and they act as aditine of deface for Bafefo and the pride

We have had amteresting twomonths with regards to weather.

Februaryand March areusually know for their high temperatures, hower this year the temperatures were
rather pleasant. Wéad a very good rain season, anith the cool temperaturesthe water really soaked into
the soil and transformed the bush into a lush green wonderland.



The huge amounts of rain did slow down the amount o animals coming to our waterhole as puddles of rain
water are available all ovehe bush.
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Come and join us at the lodge this coming winter for a glass of red wine around a roaring fire under a clear
African night sky.

TheMotswiri team



